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C 
hange, one of the given aspects of our 
lives.  If you are immune from change 
and have not been affected by the 
economic downturn, you more than 

likely will not relate to the information that fol-
lows. 
 
With the tremendous decline in our economy 
over the past years and the grim news from 
respected economists, the hopes of a recovery 
appear to be in the distant horizon. The impact 
of this financial debacle can be seen through-
out the city with changes in business owner-
ships and the short lived business ventures of 
once motivated and excited entrepreneurs. 
 
In a city that is operating in a deficit, layoffs 
and outsourcing is being proposed as a solu-
tion to reducing the gap. This strategy places 
more people in the unemployment line depend-
ing on government services and so, the cycle 
continues to turn with one entity dependant on 
the other for self-sustainment. 
 
The trickle down effect in our personal lives 
has devastated some families and seems to be 
spiraling further and further out of control.  
These changes and their impact on our lives 
are minuscule in comparison to what the city, 
state and the US Government is experiencing.  
Many states and municipalities are faced with 
the harsh reality that they will not be able to 

balance their budgets unless drastic meas-
ures are taken similar to those being pro-
posed by the city of Costa Mesa. 
 
Unfortunately we cannot depend on the state 
to help us out in light of their tremendous 
deficit. Well, we at least know that the state 
will not be able to file bankruptcy alleviating 
them of their obligation. Speaking to report-
ers, Cantor (R-Va.) said, ñState governments 
should not expect Washington to solve their 
fiscal problems. States have the ability to 
balance their books by cutting spending, rais-
ing taxes or renegotiating agreements with 
labor unions,ò he said. ñThere will not be a 
federal bailout of the states.ò This also means 
our city will have no one to count on in these 
troubling times. Well, who do we turn to now?  
It starts at the local level.  Change, the all too 
familiar aspect of our lives, sometimes has 
devastating effects. Thomas Sowell said it 
succinctly, ñWhy provide political cover? 
Leave the big spenders out there naked in 
front of the voters! Either the elected officials 
will change their ways or the voters can 
change the officials they elect.  
 

 
 
 

Darnell Wyrick 
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  Last yearôs newsletter pro-
vided much information on the pro-
posed Poseidon project, consisting of 
the development of a desalination facil-
ity to be located in Huntington Beach, 
with the pipeline running through parts 
of Mesa Verde. In March, MVCI met 
with representatives from Mesa Con-
solidated Water District (Mesa Water) 
regarding ongoing negotiations with 
Poseidon on the proposed installation 
of a large pipeline that will affect many 
Mesa Verde residents. MVCI is con-
cerned that Mesa Water is proceeding 
without accurate or adequate analysis 

of pipeline impacts on residentsð
particularly those living on the bird  
streets. Residents rightly are con-
cerned with long-term safety for their 
properties and traffic congestion. 
After that meeting, MVCI followed up 
with a letter, excerpted here: ñ...we 
want to express that we remain trou-
bled regarding the issues surround-
ing this proposed project, and that 
the gravity of our concern may not be 
reflected in our notes.  

 
(PIPELINE continued on page 3) 
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Mesa Verde Community, Inc.  

Presents 

GENERAL MEETING 

W EDNESDAY, M AY 25  

6:30 P.M. Reception  

7:00 ñ9:00 P.M. Program  

Mesa Verde United Methodist Church  

1701 Baker Street  

(corner of Baker & Mesa Verde Drive East)  

Keynote Speaker:  

TOM  H ATCH  

CEO, City of Costa Mesa  

 

 

Tom Hatch has been invited  

to share his vision for Costa Mesa  

 

 

Program also includes election of MVCI Officers 

This is a great opportunity to meet others  

in our great community.  

Light refreshments will be served. 



  The potential impacts to our neighborhood are largely 
unexplored and undocumented. We are disappointed that 
Mesa Water has not based their actions on more thorough 
analysis up to this point. 
 We strongly requested more analysis before Mesa Water pro-
ceeds.  Some of our notes recall: 
1. Mesa Water is awaiting the outcome of the Carlsbad pro-

ject before they resume negotiations. 
2. Mesa Water has negotiated with Poseidon, but very little is 

going on now. 
3. Mesa Water feels they have had sufficient information to 

support a decision to pursue negotiations with Poseidon 
and to have made a decision in July 2009 to support the 
proposed project. 

4. The EIR has been certified twice, and the period to chal-
lenge it has passed.  

MVCI and residents group representatives under-
stand that, but we commented that there are demon-
strable errors in that document and scant information 
about real effects on our neighborhood and Costa 
Mesa. We appealed to Mesa Water to provide much 
needed, and substantial, analysis before any more 
negotiations take place. 

5. More analysis will be done before construction begins, but 
not necessarily before more negotiation may take place.    

6. MCWD area representatives each expressed they feel 
that they have sufficient information.  

 This above information did not lessen our concerns. 
  We find it very reasonable to be concerned about the 
financial viability of any company proposing such a significant 
project with potential negative impacts on our City, taxes, and 
our water rates, should things go wrong.  We believe our Wa-
ter Board, as our representatives, should share that concern. 
The ability to financially support this project is vital to a suc-
cessful outcome. From our notes of the discussion, we heard: 
 
1. The General Manager of Mesa Water is neither interested 
in nor concerned about Poseidonôs financial viability, and 
does not believe it is relevant to MCWDôs dealing with 
Poseidon in Costa Mesa. 

2. The General Managerôs opinion is that performance bonds 
and liability insurance will cover all contingencies. 

3. Resident Bill Burke and others expressed concerns that 
such bonds and insurances are frequently not sufficient to 
assure project completion or to remedy all harm that may 
result from immediate project construction.  Future dam-
age not immediately evidenced is also a factor, based on 
the past experience of Mr. Burke and others. 

 We remain concerned now that we understand the 
General Managerôs view.  We have respect for the knowledge, 
experience and capabilities of the General Manager.  How-
ever, it did not reassure us that the knowledge and experience 
of seasoned businessmen among the residents present 
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WHATõS COMING DOWN THE PIPELINEñCONTINUED FROM PAGE 1  

seemed to be brushed aside. From our view, no real dia-
logue developed.   
  Understandably, the residents of the Tanager Drive 
area and the ñLower Birdò streets are acutely concerned 
about direct impacts to their properties, traffic congestion 
and safety impacts to their neighborhoods.  We support 
them, and believe that there is such insufficient analysis 
and protection for them that the Mesa Water Board is 
premature to even be considering this project at this 
point. 
  And last, but not least important, we feel unease 
that so much of the picture has already been filled in out 
of the public view. Again, thank you for meeting with us. 
This letter highlights some of the areas that remain trou-
bling to us.  It is our hope that the management and 
elected Directors of Mesa Water are acceptive and objec-
tive in representing the constituencies of our community.  
We did not come away with that impression, but hope this 
is a misperception.   

We look forward to developing some construc-
tive dialogue in the future.ó 

MESA VERDE COMMUNITY, INC.   

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 

INTERESTED IN SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY?  

HOW ABOUT JOINING THE  

MVCI BOARD OF DIRECTORS?  

 
MVCI is always looking for new community representatives to 
serve on the Board. MVCIôs Board of Directors is a group of vol-
unteers who serve without compensation. The Board meets once 
a month: 
 

THIRD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH at 7PM 
Mesa Verde Methodist Church 

1701 W. Baker St. 
corner of Mesa Verde Drive East and Baker 

 
If you are interested in community affairs and would like to learn 
more about your community, please join us at one of our meet-
ings. Our meetings are open to the public and we welcome you 
with open arms!  

For more information about meetings, please call  
Arlene Jones at 714.540.6039 

MVCIôs Board of Directors  
Darnell Wyrick   President 
 Arlene Jones   Secretary 
 David Kinkade   Treasurer 
 Robin Leffler    Government Relations 
 Joe Panarisi      Neighborhood Beautification 
 Martie OõMeara   Education 
 John Manly   Member at Large  
 Kim Shettler      Membership and Newsletter 
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What is happening to our once bucolic city? The City of 
Costa Mesa is facing one of the most divisive power strug-
gles in its history. A virtual civil war is seething, but instead 
of the North versus the South, we have the Left versus the 
Right., Repair Costa Mesa versus Costa Mesa Taxpayers 
Association, public employee associations versus majority 
city council . Meanwhile, little is being done to subdue the 
simmering  powder keg, and the manner in which City Hall 
will function forevermore is at stake.  
 

Should the city run as a business?  
 

That is the question. There are two diametrically-opposed 
fundamental philosophical (and political) principles at the 
core of the issue ðand each side provides provocative evi-
dence as proof to support their respective theories. Check 
out the telephone polls on page 4.  There is a lot of informa-
tionðand misinformationðout there. Who do you believe? 
Well, that just dependsé 
 

The key debate has centered on whether the city should 
adopt a business model and outsource city services to the 
private sector and other government agencies. Meanwhile, 
in order to study the viability of outsourcing, the city was 
obligated to issue six-month lay-off notices to 213 employ-
ees (more than 40% of city staff) notifying them that their 
jobs would be outsourced.   
 

Does the city have a budget crisisðor not? The city 
claims that declining revenues and rising pension costs 
have put the city in financial peril. There is a $5 million 
budget gap, ñwhich does not include some needed enhance-
ments in technology, new capital improvements, or new 
servicesé. It also does not include many of the deferred 
maintenance issues that were set-aside over the past few 
years.ò  
 

Meanwhile, the Costa Mesa City Employees Association 
states that the cityôs claims of a budget crisis cannot be sup-
ported because ñestimates are based on incorrect numbers, 
fictitious projections, and irresponsible discretionary spend-
ing.ò 
 

The Employees Association also has indicated that ñcity 
employees have come forward to help the City financially 
year after year by changing work schedules, accepting fur-
loughs, and instituting a new retirement tier among scores of 
other cost-savings concessions.ò 
 

Both sides have conducted independent public polls 
and distributed their outcomes at the FEET TO THE 
FIRE Forum on April 18. The poll results listed here are 
for informational purposes only and do NOT reflect the 
opinions of MVCI Board of Directors. We urge residents 
to do their due diligence to be informed, research the 
issues, and attend public meetings. 
 

The Costa Mesa Taxpayers Associationôs Telephone Poll, 
conducted by Polling Strategies, asked six questions of 854 
respondents: 

1. Do you think it is acceptable that the City of Costa 
Mesa has spent over $35 million if its rainy day re-
serve fund in the last three years to cover the budget 
deficit? Result: 74% responded unacceptable, 26% 
acceptable. 

2. Do you think it is acceptable that the City of Costa 
Mesa currently pays 85 employees over $200,000 a 
year in total compensation? Result: 86% unaccept-
able, 14% acceptable. 

3. Do you think it is acceptable that approximately 80% 
of the entire City budget is used for employeeôs sal-
ary and benefits? Result: 83% unacceptable, 17% 
acceptable. 

4. Do you think it is acceptable that less than 4% of the 
city budget is used for infrastructure improvements 
such as roads and parks? Result: 81% unacceptable, 
19% acceptable. 

5. Do you believe the City should look at all of its op-
tions to solve the budget crisis, including outsourcing 
some of its services to the private sector? Result: 
68% yes, 32% no. 

6. The City estimates that its unfunded pension obliga-
tion exceeds $130 million. Do you think that is ac-
ceptable? Result: 86% unacceptable, 14% accept-
able. 

 

The Costa Mesa Taxpayers Associationôs results imply 
that the respondents do not oppose the Cityôs approach 
to outsourcing city services to balance the budget. 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=- 
Meanwhile, Repair Costa Mesaôs telephone poll, con-
ducted by Tulchin Research, a polling and strategic coun-
seling firm, asked four questions of 400 respondents: 
 

1. On the Outsourcing Plan: ñAs you may have heard, the 
City Council is planning to balance the city budget by 
outsourcing 18 services currently provided by the city to 
private contractors and laying-off 213 city employees, or 
nearly half of the cityôs current workforce. Based on this,  
would you say you support or oppose the City Councilôs 
plan to balance the budget? 

2. On Outsourcing Planôs Ideology: ñAs you  may have 
heard, the City Council is planning to balance the city 
budget by outsourcing 18 services currently provided by 
the city to private contractors and laying-off 213 city em-

A CITY DIVIDED  

Total Support  34%  

     Strongly Support 19% 

     Somewhat Support 15% 

Total Oppose  59%  

   Strongly Oppose  44%  

   Somewhat Oppose 15% 

Undecided 8% 
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ò A City Dividedó continued from page  4 

 All Voters Conser-

vatives 

Moder-

ates 

Liberals 

Support 34% 46% 29% 34% 

Oppose  59%  43%  66%  59%  

Unde-

cided 

8% 11% 5% 8% 

Excellent  22%  

Good  59%  

Only Fair 14% 

Poor 3% 

Donõt Know/No 

Answer 

1% 

ployees, or nearly half of the cityôs current workforce. Based 
on this,  would you say you support or oppose the City Coun-
cilôs plan to balance the budget?ò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. On Costa Mesaôs Satisfaction with Current Quality of City 
Services: ñHow would you rate the quality of city services that 
Costa Mea provides: excellent, pretty good, only fair, or 
poor?ò 

4. On Costa Mesa Voters Dislike for Specific Components of 
the Plan: ñFor each possible impact, please tell me whether 
you would be more or less likely to support the plan.ò 
The Repair Costa Mesa poll reflects that  
Costa Mesa voters are opposed to the City Councilôs ap-
proach to balancing the budget and object strongly to the 
proposed lay-offs of nearly half the cityôs workers and out-
sourcing most city services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONCE AGAIN, PLEASE NOTE THESE POLLS ARE 
PRESENTED FOR INFORMATIONAL PURPOSES 
ONLY. Whatever your point of view, one thing is 
clear. As this debate rages on, one wonders if the 
city is brilliantly prudent or an unwitting subject of a 
reckless social experiment? 

 MORE 

LIKELY 

LESS 

LIKELY 

Lay offs nearly half of all 

city employees 

 

22%  

 

68%  

The city did not propose 

cutting the pay of its 7 high-

est paid bureaucrats to bal-

ance the budget, even 

though combined they make 

1.6 million dollars in salary 

and benefits 

 

 

 

12% 

 

 

 

79%  

Mike Brumbaugh, a long-time Costa 
Mesa resident and community leader, 
has extended an invitation to the employ-
ees of Costa Mesa and the community to 
join together for a special trouble-free 
day of family fun and relaxation. 

  

THE 2ND  

ANNUAL PICNIC  

AND   

OPEN HOUSE 

 

In honor of the  

employees of Costa Mesa  

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 18  

11AMñ3PM  

 

The Halecrest Swim  

and Tennis Club  

3107 Killybrooke Lane  

Costa Mesa 

 
 

The event will be an old-fashioned POT 
LUCK, so bring your favorite dish to 
share with all. The OCEA is bringing the 
ñHot Dog Wagonò to cook free hot dogs. 
 
MVCI is proud to support this community 
event and will donate paper goods. 
 
Contributions of food, drink and paper 
goods are gratefully accepted.  
 
Park amenities include volleyball courts, 
horseshoe pits, childrenôs playground 
and plenty of open space. 

 

No pets are allowed in the park.  
For more information, please call  

714-557-7234. 

COMMUNITY PICNIC TO HONOR 

COSTA MESA EMPLOYEES 
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NEWS YOU CAN USE 

COSTA MESA SANTITARY DISTRICT  

SEWER LATERAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

(SLAP) 

  The Costa Mesa Sanitary District (CMSD) is dedi-
cated to protecting the environment by ensuring reliable sani-
tary services.  CMSD  is responsible for maintaining 215 miles 
of sewer mainline that transports 13.6 million gallons a day to 
treatment facilities for 116,700 residents residing in Costa 
Mesa, Newport Beach and unincorporated County of Orange.    
  Anybody living in the modern world knows the impor-
tance of having a properly maintained sewer system. Sewer 
spills cause very expensive damage to the interior of a house 
and the environment, particularly the beaches. Laterals be-
come inoperable when tree roots enter the line and block the 
flow or misalign the pipe joints. Without regular maintenance, 
the damage becomes severe and excavation of the lateral is 
necessary. Regular maintenance will remove tree roots and 
other blockages including debris, rocks and grease. Homeown-
ers are responsible for the entire sewer lateral from their house 
to the point of connection (including the connection) with the 
District main line.  
 But hereôs the good news. To prevent sewer backups and 
spills and to assist and encourage residents to regularly clean 
and maintain their sewer lateral, CMSD may reimburse resi-
dents up to $1,800 for repairing or maintaining their private 
sewer lateral. CMSDôs Sewer Lateral Assistance Program 
(SLAP) allows the district to contribute 50% of the residentôs 
costs up to a maximum of $1,800 total per residential parcel as 
follows: 

¶ Up to 50% of televising the lateral interior 

¶ Up to 50% of cleaning the lateral 

¶ Up to 50% of the cost of installing a clean out 

¶ Up to 50% of lateral reconstruction costs 

  The Program has limitations. It is only available for 
residential property; and residents may only apply for participa-
tion in the program once every five years. The District Manager 
has discretion over all decisions. Residents must cooperate by 
adhering to the Program Requirements shown on the program 
application. For more information on SLAP, check out CMSDôs 
user-friendly website at: http://www.cmsdca.gov . Click on 
Sewer along the top, then on SLAP; or contact CMSD directly 
at (949) 645-8400 X233.  
  In addition to sewer service, CMSD provides curbside 
refuse and recycling collection services to over 21,000 house-
holds. They have met the State mandate of diverting 50% of 
the communityôs refuse from the landfill and are striving to in-
crease the diversion rate for a cleaner and healthier environ-
ment. To that end, CMSD has many recycling programs for 
children and adults, such as telephone book recycling, safe 
disposal of hypodermic needles, composting and vermicom-
posting programs, household hazardous waste collections, 
waste free lunches, and e-waste collections. To learn more 
about recycling programs, please visit the ñRecyclingò page on 

the website.  
  If you would like to know more about CMSD and its 
plans for the future, please check out their Strategic Plan. This 
document explains how future resources will be allocated, includ-
ing its capital and people over the course of the next five years. 
The document is available for download on their website. Just 
click on Strategic Plan in the More Topics column on the left side 
of the home page. 
 

JOANN STREET BIKE TRAIL PROJECT  

  This bike trail is approximately one mile in length with 
an ñLò shaped layout. The trail is located at the southeast corner  
of the Costa Mesa Golf Course with one leg on the west side of 
Harbor Boulevard between Fair Drive and 2299 Harbor Boule-
vard and the other leg between Harbor Boulevard and the Cityôs 
Corporation Yard. The scope of work for this project includes the 
removal and replacement of dilapidated fencing along the south 
leg of the trail between Harbor and the Corporation Yard; new 
landscape and irrigation system, new safety lighting system, 
trash receptacles, and benches; and, removal of the existing 
asphalt trail and construction of a new concrete bike trail.  The 
project will beautify the trail behind the homes on Joann St. and 
the trail along Harbor Blvd.  

 

TOOL RENTAL PROGRAM  

  The City of Costa Mesa launched the Tool Rental Pro-
gram in February to encourage homeowners to undertake exte-
rior home improvement projects. Eligible Costa Mesa residential 
homeowners may receive a $500 voucher for tool rentals. Home-
owners must submit a completed application to be considered for 
the voucher and federal income limits apply.  
  This is not a reimbursement program and paint related 
tools are excluded. Funds are limited and vouchers will be is-
sued on a first-come first-serve basis. Please call the Housing 
and Community Development Office at (714) 754-4892 to re-
quest an application. 

 
ORANGE COAST COLLEGE  RECYCLING CENTER 

  The Orange Coast College Recycling Center accepts 
electronic waste, including batteries, fluorescent tubes, appli-
ances, and just about any electronic item with a cord.  
 It is unlawful for persons to dispose of these items in trash con-
tainers. More information on the OCC Recycling Center may be 
found at: http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/facilities/
recycling_center/Recycling+Center.htm 
  

COSTA MESA GRAFFITI REMOVAL HOTLINE  
  Graffiti is vandalism. It is also a drain on precious city 
resources. The Costa Mesa Graffiti Removal Program has a goal 
to remove graffiti on public property within 24-hours. Please call 
714-327-7491 to report graffiti on public property.  If you see this 
crime in progress, call 911.   

http://www.cmsdca.gov/
http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/facilities/recycling_center/Recycling+Center.htm
http://www.orangecoastcollege.edu/about_occ/facilities/recycling_center/Recycling+Center.htm
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THE ORANGE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS  

MVCI TAKES A STAND  
   
  In January, MVCI sent a letter to Governor Jerry Brown 
respectfully asking him to please have the OC Fairgrounds re-
moved from the list of properties to be sold, instead of lobbying 
otherwise. We listed several reasons to stop the sale: 
¶ ñSale of the OC Fairgrounds makes no economic sense for 

the State: 
¶ The property is being sold at the bottom of the market 

without any appraisal. Why sell assets when they are 
down? 

¶ Operating as-is, the OC Fairgrounds turns a profit and is 
self-sustaining. It generates a couple million in local 
taxes, and millions in sales taxes. There is a positive 
cash flow as well as benefits to the State now. 

¶ Sale of the OC Fairgrounds makes no economic sense for 
the region: 
¶ The Orange County Fairgrounds is home to the OC Mar-

ket Place, which is a small business incubator, providing 
space for over 1,600 small businesses and employing 
thousands. 

¶ The Fair, fairgrounds staff, and various events employ 
thousands more. 

¶ According to the 2003 32nd DAA Economic Impact re-
port, the Orange County Fairgrounds: 
¶ Generates $2.5 million annually in local taxes 
¶ Contributes more than $185 million annually to the 

regional economy 
¶ Orange Coast College, a tax funded community 

college, would be forced to expend millions in tax 
dollars (estimated at $50 to $60 million) to build a 
parking structure to replace parking currently utilized 
at the fairgrounds. 

é AND MORE NEWS YOU CAN USE 

 
 

¶ The OC Fairgrounds is essential to public safety and 
Homeland Security: 
¶ The Orange County Fairgrounds is the designated 

evacuation center for evacuations during  disasters, 
including any "event" at the San Onofre Nuclear 
Generating Station. 

¶ Under the deed transferring the property to the 
32nd District Agricultural Association, the Federal 
government reserved the right to make use of the 
property during emergencies. 

¶ The secret service chose the OC Fairgrounds as 
the most secure location for President Obama's 
election year event. 

¶ Sale of the OC Fairgrounds is contrary to principles 
of good government: 

¶ Sale of the land will result in costly litigation to the 
State due to conflicts with the State Constitution.ò 

  The letter went on to state how the process would 
set a precedent for disposal of other properties throughout 
the State, including fairgrounds and other landmark proper-
ties; but particularly how it would affect the community.  
  ñThere is also the wellbeing of the community to be 
considered, which cannot be measured in dollars and cents. 
The OC Fairgrounds represents a local gathering place, a 
focal point, and a continuation of traditions important to the 
social fabric of Southern California. Concerts, exhibitions, 
and interesting events are held there. The Centennial Gar-
den is an educational agricultural oasis in our urban environ-
ment, and the fairgrounds have one of the very few eques-
trian centers left in the area. As a State property, it already is 
both economically and socially profitable. There is a great 
sense of pride and ownership among all those who enjoy this 
facility. We feel strongly that the Fairgrounds must not be 
sold.ò   

BECOME CHUMS WITH THE CHIEF  

Interim Police Chief Steve Shaveley, in an innovative effort to 
fortify community relations is starting a new tradition in Costa 
Mesa, ñChiefôs Office Hours,ò regularly-scheduled times when 
the public can drop by and chat with the chief. The Chief 
started this policy while he was Chief of Police in the City of 
La Habra in response to residents complaints about police-
related issues. This is a tremendous opportunity to learn more 
about the police department and its structure and functions. 
So stop by sometime, bring your kids, introduce yourself, ask 
your questions, address your concerns, and who knows, you 
might make a new friend!  Office hours are Tuesdays from 
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Police Department, 99 Fair 
Drive. Be sure to call (714) 754-5280 first to make sure the 
chief will be in! Letôs hope the tradition continues when a new 
Police Chief is sworn in.  

2010 MVCI SHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  

   Each year, the MVCI Scholarship Program awards five 
students living in Mesa Verde for their excellence at Estancia 
High School, our community high school. Five recipients re-
ceived $100 and a lovely certificate acknowledging their out-
standing academic performance and commitment to excellence 
at Estancia High School. The scholarships were awarded at the 
annual Estancia High School Senior Awards Ceremony in June. 
Congratulations to the 2010 scholarship recipients! 

¶ Amy Hartwell  

¶ Jillian Beck  

¶ Kevin Thomas  

¶ Misha Brown  

¶ Shona Lamb  
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LOOK WHATõS NEW IN MESA VERDE 

Chain link fences are popping up everywhere along once thriving Harbor Blvd. From Gisler, south 
to Mesa Verde Drive East, the ubiquitous chain link fence has become the new landscape design 
theme, taking over businesses that provided vital services and entertainment to residents and visi-
tors alike. 
 
What is planned for Harbor Blvd.? Several new developments are on the drawing board, and once 
approved, we may finally receive some much-needed reprieve from these steely eyesores!  

 

MESA VERDE SENIOR COMMUNITY PROJECT  

Residents living in the Mesa Verde Collection and on the bird streets will soon see some action go-

ing up on the 7.55-acre vacant on the southwest corner of Harbor and Mesa Verde Drive East. 

 The Mesa Verde Senior Community Project will be a 224 apartment unit complex for sen-

ior citizens. The complex will have one two-story building and one four-story building, with each set 

back from the street enough to blend 

in with the surrounding landscape. 

The plans submitted to the city show 
there will be 258 parking spaces, 
with 34 assigned to guest parking. 
More than 3 acres, or 43% of the 
grounds, will be landscaping that is 
made up by the common green area 
in the middle of the land to the tree-
lined buffer zones adjacent to East 
Mesa Verde Drive and Harbor. 

The complex includes a 2-story 
clubhouse and swimming pool.  
 
MVCI has met with the devel-
oper representatives to review 
project plans. MVCI ex-
pressed its concerns and 
based on its input, the devel-
oper graciously agreed to 
make several project revi-
sions, which include:  
¶ Reduction in the overall 

number of units from 230 
to 224 

¶ Increased parking ratio 
¶ Enhanced architectural 

features 
¶ Increased setbacks along Harbor Blvd. 
¶ Enhanced landscaping 
¶ Improved traffic flow with new deceleration 

lanes on Mesa Verde Drive and Harbor 
¶ Improved carport design 
¶ Relocated vehicle emergency access lane. 

These improvements will significantly en-
hance the aesthetics of the overall project 
and help mitigate long-term negative ef-
fects.  

Harbor Blvd. Street scene  

Mesa Verde Drive East partial street scene  

Mesa Verde Community Project ðSite Plan  



The apparent urban decay along Harbor Blvd. south of Gisler 

will soon be a thing of the past. The chain link fences will be 

replaced with a new retail development, containing a new 

Chick-Fil-A Restaurant and a Fresh & Easy Neighborhood 

Market. These projects are part of the cityôs new master plan, 

consisting of multiple commercial parcels on the west side of 

Harbor Boulevard between Gisler Avenue and Date Place. 

The plan, presented to the Planning Commission on April 11, 
2011 by Commerce Realty, includes a 7,500-square-foot 
retail building with three tenant spaces, a 4,543-square-foot 
Chick-Fil-A with a drive through and a 13,969-square-foot 
Fresh & Easy. Fresh & Easy, which features pre-packaged 
foods and self-checkout, recently opened another market 
near Harbor and Newport boulevards. Chick-Fil-A, a national 
fast-food chicken chain, does not have any Costa Mesa loca-

tions.  

Also included in the plan is the addition of a second drive-
through lane to the already existing McDonaldôs, which is just 

south of the site.   

The 4,800 square-foot retail space containing Nadyôs Market 
and H & H Laundry across the parking lot from the 
McDonalds will receive exterior site improvements. No 

changes are proposed for El Pollo Loco. 

A 29,000 square foot retail building will be constructed on the 
corner of Gisler and Harbor. Proposed usages include a res-
taurant, retail, and medical offices. The new retail center will 
have a total of 200 parking spaces, which may or may not 
meet the peak parking demands. The existing 7-Eleven is 

scheduled for demolition. 

All buildings will be designed with consistent contemporary 
architecture. The site will have four driveway entrances on 
Harbor Blvd. and three on Cinnamon. New landscaping is 
proposed along Harbor Blvd., Cinnamon Ave., and Gisler as 
well as in the parking lots. The landscaping will consist of a 
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variety of native and ornamental plants that meet water effi-
ciency requirements. A cluster of accent date palms are pro-

posed at the driveways. 

Residents on Coriander may experience increased noised 
levels from Fresh and Easyôs delivery trucks, but this may be 
mitigated with a higher block wall by the loading dock. Deliv-

eries are expected to be made during off-peak hours. 

The developmentôs sign plans consist of four signs that the 
developer claims are consistent in size and height with the 

new retail buildings. Signs will be 15ô highðsquare shape.  

The Cityôs staff indicated that the development design will 
significantly improve the Harbor Blvd. frontage and gateway 
to Costa Mesa from the 405 freeway. We agree! Beats the 

chain link fence!  

HARBOR MESA RETAIL CENTER  

HARBOR AND GISLER NEW RETAIL DEVELOPMENTS  

SHOULD HARBOR BLVD. BE RENAMED 

òHAMBURGER ROW?ó 

 
Thereôs hardly any food thatôs more American than ham-
burgers - and nowhere will that be more apparent than 
along Harbor Blvd. The now-shuttered Long John Silverôs 
on Harbor and Nutmeg Place will be replaced with a new 
Sonic Americaõs Drive-In Restaurant, famous for their 
carhops, called ñeight-wheeled human food chariots.ò 
 
And now, Five Guys Burger and Fries restaurant an-
nounced they will slide into the space vacated by Baja 
Fresh Mexican Grill in the Target Center. Five Guys is a 
relative new-comer to SOCAL, but apparently they are a 
force to be reckoned with. With the proliferation of these 
new restaurants along Harbor (more than a dozen be-
tween the 405 and Baker), any chance we Mesa Ver-
deans can get a group discount at 24-Hour Fitness?  
Boy, are we are going to need it! 



  

Page 10 SPRING NEWSLE TTER  2011  

 

THE CREATION OF A WETLANDS PARK WITHIN  

FAIRVIEW PARK BECOMES A REALITY  

FAIRVIEW PARK :  

Wetlands and Riparian Habitat  

Staff for the Engineering Division of the Public Services De-
partment has been hard at work for the past three years to 
make this project a reality. With staffôs procurement of a 
$2,000,000 restoration grant, and a $300,000 donation from 
Miocean Foundation, the City is now closer than ever to 
having fully func-
tioning wetlands 
by summer of 
2012.   
 
This project is 
located in the 
Lower Fairview 
Park south of 
Swan Dr. and is 
designed to re-
store the historic 
Placentia Drain 
by developing 
approximately 40 
acres of wetlands 
and riparian habi-
tat.   
 
Phase I, which 
included the con-
struction of 17 
acres of riparian 
habitat, has been completed. Phase I was funded with a 
$230,000 grant from the State of Californiaôs Habitat Con-
servation Fund, $1,400,000 from the US Army Corps of En-
gineers and $230,000 from the Cityôs Park Development 
Fund.  Total cost for the two phased project is $4,160,000 of 
which only $230,000 being contributed directly by the City. 
The completed project will provide residents with 40 acres of 
native flora and fauna, a natural water treatment facility, 
recreational trails, and interpretive signage. 
 

Phase II ð Construction  

Phase II consists of constructing a water delivery system 
from the Greenville-Banning Channel, ponds, 23-acres of 
wetland pond plantings, coastal sage scrub, native grass-
lands, an oak woodland, and irrigation. As previously stated, 
Public Services staff was successful in securing a $2 million 
grant from the OCTA Measure M2 Freeway Mitigation Pro-
gram for the construction of this phase.  

 
$5.5 million was available countywide and the Public Services 
Department was successful in receiving 36% of the total fund-
ing. This program is designed to offset impacts from the free-
way projects to be built under M2.  In addition, MiOcean, 
whose mission statement is to clean up our local shoreline 
using a business approach and applying expertise, passion, 

and resources for 
measureable im-
provements, has 
committed to being 
a community part-
ner in the Fairview 
Park Wetlands and 
Riparian Habitat 
Project with a 
$350,000 donation 
towards the com-
pletion of the pro-
ject.  City Council 
accepted this dona-
tion at the January 
4, 2011 meeting. 
This project is 
scheduled to be 
under construction 
in the spring of 
2011.  

 

 

Fairview Channel Multi -Purpose Trail  

Connecting Costa Mesa to the Santa Ana River Trail  

 

The Fairview Channel Multipurpose Trail will provide residents 
with direct access to the Santa Ana River Trail through the 208
-acre Fairview Park.  The Santa Ana River Trail travels 100 
miles from the ocean in Huntington Beach to the mountains in 
San Bernardino. Costa Mesans will be able to walk, jog, or 
bike through the wetlands and riparian habitat before traveling 
to the beach or to the communities north of the park.  This 
project is also within the Lower Fairview Park area and the 
alignment follows the south levee of the Fairview Channel be-
tween Placentia Avenue and the Santa Ana River bike trails.  
 
The Fairview Channel Multipurpose Trail Project has been 
approved to receive a construction grant from the California 
Department of Parks and Recreation Recreational Trails Pro-
gram in the amount of $256,000 and a Transportation En-
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Aerial view of the Vernal Pool #1 at Fairview Park,  
looking south toward Canyon Dr.  

species. The shrimp thrive 
during the winter rainy sea-
son and seem to disappear in 
the dry seasons. Their eggs 
(actually cysts) survive and 
hatch as soon as the enough 
water returns to create pond-
ing.  In 2009 the City received 
a $250,000 grant from the 
California Department of 
Parks and Recreation to pro-
tect the vernal pool, create 
pedestrian trails and improve 
the publicôs understanding of 
the parkôs flora and fauna.  A 
delineator fence, educational 
signage, trails, and an obser-

vation deck were installed 
around the vernal pool.  In 

2010 vernal pool #1 was restored further with a grant from 
the Southern California Wetlands Project.  Funding was 
used to restore the native habitat and eliminate a user 
defined path that had developed through the middle of the 
pool. Three additional educational signs will also be in-
stalled. 
 
New lighting and fencing will provide a more secure route 
for residents. Funding for the project comes from a 
$500,000 Transportation Enhancement grant, $520,000 
Community Development Block Grant, a combination of 
AQMD and Gas Tax allocations, and Open Space funds. 
Construction has started and is scheduled to be com-
pleted in June 2011. 

hancement grant of $500,000.  The City will match the grant 
funding with $65,000 for a total project cost of $821,000. 
This project is scheduled to be under construction in the 
spring of 2011. 
 

Fairview Park Vernal Pool Restoration  

Home to the San Diego Fairy Shrimp  
In 1998 the Costa Mesa City Council approved the Fairview 
Park Master Plan for the preservation and restoration of Fair-
view Park.  Protected areas of the park include seven vernal 
pools and one vernal marsh located in the upper mesa. The 
seven vernal pool basins and vernal marsh cover a total of 
3.75 acres. Studies conducted on the vernal pools at Fair-
view Park have concluded that the area of vernal pool habi-
tat at the park represents the largest area of documented 
vernal pool habitat between San Diego County (including 
northern Riverside County) and the Central Valley.  
 
The largest of the vernal pools is vernal pool #1 which cov-
ers approximately 2.5 acres.  Vernal pools are shallow de-
pressions that pond water following winter and spring rains 
due to an impervious hardpan that inhibits percolation to 
lower soil strata. In coastal southern California, vernal pools 
often form on coastal bluffs on heavy clay coils with the clay 
providing the impervious hardpan. Due to the relatively 
unique conditions that must be present to form natural pools, 
and intensive human development of coastal areas, vernal 
pools are quite rare in the region 
 
Vernal pool #1 supports a population of San Diego fairy 
shrimp and represents one of the only pools outside San 
Diego County to support this federally listed endangered 

Aerial view of the Talbert Nature Preserve and the Fairview Channel Bike Trail.  


