What’s the Buzz about Poseidon and their pipeline?

OCEAN DESALINATION:  The answer to Southern California’s water shortage or the mother of all boondoggles?  Costa Mesa has plenty of water, so what does this have to do with us?

The Issue: In 2006 Poseidon Resources LLC, a private seawater desalination company, received permits to build a plant in Huntington Beach located next to the AES Electric

Generator facility on Coast Highway.  From there, they need a pipeline to carry desalinated water to be sold elsewhere.  In Costa Mesa, pipeline construction would take place along Adams Ave, Placentia Ave, through Fairview Park and the Costa Mesa Golf Course adjacent to homes on Swan Circle and Tanager, then over to Harbor Blvd, down Fair Drive, across the 55 and through the Eastside to a county owned pipe.   The potential upheaval pipeline construction could cause is by no means the only issue being debated. 

. 

Current Status:  Poseidon still has several obligations hurdles to meet. Recent project changes mean they must reapply for a permit from Huntington Beach and submit a Supplemental Environmental Impact Report.   Mesa Consolidated Water Department (MCWD) has authority over the pipeline right-of-way, and Costa Mesa City Council over street cut permits.  If MCWD, HB and CM all give permits, the next step is an application to the California Coastal Commission (CCC).  IF the CCC approves their project, only then can construction begin.  

Is it a Done Deal?  No.  The public can still weigh in with  Huntington Beach City Council, Mesa Consolidated Water Department, Costa Mesa City Council, and California Coastal Commission.  The CCC will have the final decision. 

In July 2009 MCWD’s Directors voted to support the project, and have been in ongoing negotiations with Poseidon.  Recently, a member of the public asked MCWD: “If you heard that many members of the community didn’t want this project are you still open?” Board President Shawn Dewayne carefully answered, “We work for you”.   Public input can make a difference. (All contact information is at the end of this article.)

What is Mesa Verde Community Inc. Board of Directors Doing?  Because pipeline construction would have considerable impacts on our neighborhood, your Board is keeping a close eye on the situation.   We also have many questions regarding environmental impacts, technology, financing and appropriateness of this project, and have studied information from various sources.  We  also attended various meetings and wrote a few letters. The letters concern our opposition to public subsidies for a private enterprise, and to an amendment to a Veteran’s Benefit Bill that would have exempted Poseidon from environmental review by the California Coastal Commission.

The MVCI Board has not taken a position on the merits or demerits of the whole project at this time.  We believe careful thought is called for, and are informing our community through this newsletter.  It is a complicated issue, and a controversial one. 

Excerpts follow from sources with differing viewpoints. They are offered to inform and educate our community. To get the full context, along with additional information and links to other sources, please view our website at mesaverdecommunityinc.org. The following are the opinions of  the various authors, not of MVCI Board
1. Former Lieutenant Governor John Garamendi’s Letter to Poseidon Resources (In his position as State Lands Commissioner) 

“Desalination facilities operate by drawing in large volumes of ocean water and discharging the remnant brine into the ocean.  This process kills sea life at the beginning through entrainment and impingement and at the end with high salt content.” 

“Further, ocean desalination requires much more electricity than traditional sources of water.  In an era when California is trying to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, using more power to generate a water supply is the wrong approach. Reverse osmosis uses much less electricity when wastewater, rather than seawater, is processed because of the reduced salts in wastewater.”

“Out of concern over the potential cumulative impacts from widespread use of current desalination technology, I will oppose new desalinating plants that use ocean water until all options for treating wastewater are explored and found to be unsatisfactory.”

2.  From Mesa Consolidated Water Board, Jim Fisler, Director:

“You may be wondering why Mesa Consolidated would support a desalination plant in another city.  The answer is simple: It will benefit our customers, including those in Mesa Verde. The desalination plant’s operators need our pipelines to move their water from Huntington Beach.  They will compensate Mesa Consolidated for use of our infrastructure which will create new, ongoing revenue for the district. The project will also extend the life of a key Mesa Consolidated pipeline at no cost to the District or our customers.” 

“Our participation in the project will help the overall water reliability picture in our larger community.”

3.  From MCWD, Shawn Dewayne, President (In answer to a question from Mesa      Verde Community Inc.) “Does Costa Mesa need the water from this project?”

“Mesa Consolidated would use desalinated water only as a backup supply, not our primary source of water.  District customers enjoy one of the most reliable water supplies in Orange County.  While Mesa’s water supply will be secure with or without the proposed desalination facility, availability of a new local source for emergency situations would add a needed new layer of reliability to our system.”

4.  From “Residents for Responsible Desalination” (R4RD) (A citizens action group in Huntington Beach, regarding public water subsidies and tax-exempt bonds.)
"No Public Funding Involved!". Does this ring a bell? It should! This was one of

the very first selling points Poseidon presented to the Huntington Beach City Council, and now rests amongst the broken promises this company continues to rack up with the public. On January 27th the California Debt Limit Allocation Committee approved $530,000,000 (yes over 1/2 billion dollars) in tax-exempt bonds to this company to peddle in the free market. These CDLAC bonds are normally reserved for low cost housing and small business. In addition, the Metropolitan Water District handed over $350,000,000 in water subsidies to San Diego ( for Poseidon’s Carlsbad project, no construction begun as yet ) to help San Diego water districts pay for the ultra expensive desalinated water its water purveyors will need to sell this water at a comparable price to imported water.”  
Other Important Issues for All to Consider:

(a) The debate over Boron content and its effect on people and plants; (b) how construction would be monitored; (c) how MCWD might deal with any damages to private property, etc.  Find these concerns and more on our website.

************************************************************************

For Your Convenience the following is Contact Information for Elected and Appointed Decision Makers 
Mesa Consolidated Water Department      Costa Mesa City Council

Board of Directors
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James Atkinson, James Fisler,                        Gary Monahan

Trudy Ohlig-Hall

Huntington Beach City Council                 California Coastal Commission
2000 Main Street                                           45 Fremont Street

Huntington Beach CA 92648                        Suite 2000

Mayor Cathy Green                                       San Francisco, CA 94105-2219

Council Members Jill Hardy,                         Fax (415) 904-5400

Keith Bohr, Joe Carchio
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